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Islam. They would not give up idol worship; they
would not give up lying, drinking, gambling, and
cheating. They therefore asked the Prophet
Muhammad not to preach his new faith, but he
did not listen to them. Soon Islam began to spread,
but with it increased the sufferings of the Muslims
at the hands of those who had not accepted the
faith. Not satisfied with persecuting Muslims, the
enemies of Islam thought of skying the Prophet,
His followers therefore asked him to go to and
live in Medina* He went and lived there and went
on preaching and teaching as well as fighting his
enemies. In the end he won, and succeeded in
uniting the different tribes of Arabia into a nation.
He taught these people new ways of living alone
as well as in the company of others, and gave them
a strong central government. He thus brought
them peace and unity, order, and a sense of fel-
lowship. He then went back to Mecca, the city
from which he had been driven out by his ene-
mies. But he went back there as the head of
Arabia, as a person who had shown the Arab the
way to prosperity in this world and the path to
peace and happiness in the next world. He died
in A.D. 632.
Such was the Prophet of Islam. While some
have dwelt upon his great intellectual gifts, others
have been eloquent about his noble character*
One writer says," A nature so pure, so tender, and
yet so heroic, inspires not only reverence, but love."